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Community at a Glance 
 
Enriched by Land and Sea  
 
Campbell River and Region is a spectacular place to be. The City of Campbell River is located midway 
on Vancouver Island. The City follows the shoreline of scenic Discovery Passage in the Strait of 
Georgia, framed by beautiful rivers, and surrounded by the Discovery Islands and majestic mountains. 
 
As the thriving central hub of the region, Campbell River features many of the amenities of a big city 
without sacrificing its friendly small-town character. Long known for legendary salmon fishing by 
generations of anglers, Campbell River has grown into a multi-faceted travel destination known for its 
endless adventure opportunities, stunning scenery, and cultural treasures. 
 
Residents and visitors alike can carve up the slopes of Mount Washington Ski Resort, tee off at a 
world-class golf course, and reel in a big fish after having dinner at an oceanside pub or restaurant, all 
in one day. And that is just the beginning of it, as Campbell River boasts extensive trail networks in 
and around the city, art galleries, a self-guided historical walk, live theatre, an award-winning museum, 
floating restaurants that celebrate seafood, beautifully maintained parks, a full calendar of events and 
festivals, and an abundance of eco-adventure opportunities that include whale watching, river rafting, 
and wildlife viewing. Tourists come from around the world for this regionôs, eco-adventures, beauty, 
and cultural treasures. 
 
Ask anyone why they live here and their answer will be the people, the sense of community, 
authenticity and the outstanding quality of life. 
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Location 
 
The City of Campbell River is located on the 50th parallel on the east coast of Vancouver Island, 
midway between Victoria (264 km to the south) and Cape Scott to the North. The boundaries 
encompass an area of 33,955 acres with 22.5 km of waterfront facing Discovery Passage.  
Following the shoreline of scenic Discovery Passage in the Strait of Georgia framed by beautiful 
rivers, and surrounded by the Discovery Islands and majestic mountains.  
 
Latitude ... 49 degrees 57 min. 4 sec. N  Longitude ... 125 degrees 16 min. 10 sec. W
     

 
    
 

           
 
         
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Driving Times:  
Campbell River is approximately 1.5 hours (153 kilometres / 95 miles) drive north of Nanaimo on Highway 19, 
and 3 hours (264 kilometres / 165 miles) north of Victoria. 
 

Distance to Major Centres: 

Comox Valley, Vancouver Island, BC  52 km  

Nanaimo, Vancouver Island, BC 153 km  

Vancouver, Mainland, BC 235 km  

Victoria, Vancouver Island, BC 264 km  

Seattle, Washington, USA 457 km  

Portland, Oregon, USA 677 km  

Calgary, Alberta 1,203 km  

Edmonton, Alberta 1,391 km  
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Getting Here  
 
Some people say itôs about the journey and not the destination. Well, we believe itôs both! Getting to 
Campbell River and Region is a scenic venture with many opportunities to explore along the way.  
 
Travelling by Land 
The new Inland Island Highway provides a quick, practically non-stop route from Nanaimo to Campbell 
River with opportunities to explore the ocean front or mountain trails all the way.  
 
Travelling By Water 
Bringing a vehicle to Vancouver Island is easy from either British Columbia's Mainland or Washington 
State. In British Columbia, BC Ferries run scheduled trips between various locations on the BC 
Mainland and Vancouver Island. Victoria Clipper (passengers only), MV Coho, and Washington State 
Ferries operate between Washington and Victoria.  
 
BC Ferries 
The BC Ferries Service crossings between Vancouver Island and BC's Lower Mainland can last from 
about 95 minutes to two hours, depending on which route you take. There are three to choose from, 
including a Vancouver to Nanaimo service with frequent sailings every day of the year.  
 
Travelling By Air 
Some visitors prefer to fly to the region, enjoying the scenery below and identifying the many islands 
and landmarks along the way. The north-central island region is within easy reach of Vancouver, 
Victoria, and Washington State. There are regularly scheduled flights to Campbell River from 
Vancouver and Washington, and charters are available to and from just about anywhere. Those 
coming from Calgary can book a flight directly from Calgary to the Comox Valley Airport 
(approximately 35 minutes driving time from Campbell River) and take the shuttle to Campbell River.  
 
Campbell River Airport (YBL)  
Campbell River Airport (YBL) has reliable, frequent and convenient scheduled airline services. 
Connections are available between YBL and most major cities worldwide, plus small and medium size 
communities in Canada.  The airport provides car rental services and a shuttle bus. Private plane and 
jet owners can fly directly in to the Campbell River Airport. It is conveniently located with a 15-20 
minute drive from downtown. 
 

Campbell River Airport undertook major upgrades in 2010. The Airport Runway 
Extension Project resulted in two major upgrades to the airport: the runway was 
extended by an additional 1500 feet (from 5,000 to 6,500 feet) and the airport terminal 
building has been improved. NAV Canada was also on site performing upgrades as part 
of a national program. 
 

  

http://www.bcferries.ca/
http://www.crairport.ca/


 

wƛǾŜǊŎƻǊǇΩǎ - Campbell River Community Profile 2010  invest@rivercorp.ca                Page 5 

 

Climate 
 
Campbell River enjoys a mild climate, with temperatures usually between 0°C (32°F) and 32°C (90°F) 
year-round.  
 
The most precipitation is measured in November, at 218.0 millimetres (8.6 in) on average. While 
January sees the most average snow, 152 millimetres (6 in), only 10 millimetres (3/8 in) will be seen 
actually accumulating. In the winter months occasional Arctic bursts from the interior of British 
Columbia can make their way onto the coast bringing temperatures below zero. If a Pacific low 
reaches the coast a large snowfall can occur. Snowfalls in excess of 45 centimetres (16 in) have been 
recorded in a 24 hour period and the greatest snowfall was 53.3 centimetres (1 ft, 9 in) in 1978.  
 
Climate can be measured in annual inches of rain, hours of sunshine or the numbers of frost free 
days, however, most people are really interested in how climate will affect their lifestyle. The mild 
climate in Campbell River is a major contributor to a wide range of outdoor activities that can be 
enjoyed year round. 
Month 
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A Brief History of the Region 
 
Campbell River hugs Vancouver Islandôs mid-east coast, bordered on the west by the rugged 
mountains of central Vancouver Island and on the east by the islands and waterways of the Inside 
Passage. The river which gave the settlement its name flows out of the forest into a channel renowned 
for spectacular fishing. First Nations peoples have lived in this area for at least 8,000 years. The 
abundant forests and waterways amply provided sources of food, clothing and shelter. In villages 
connected by their ocean highway, the indigenous peoples developed rich cultural traditions which 
remain alive, visible and vibrant today. 
 
In the late 18th century, both British and Spanish ships were exploring the complex waterways of the 
British Columbia coastline. In 1792 the Discovery, under Captain George Vancouver of the British 
Royal Navy, became the first European vessel to visit what is now called Discovery Passage. The 
explorers visited a number of native villages in the area. It is believed these were then populated by 
Salish speaking peoples, but it is possible that the Lekwiltok had already begun their southward 
expansion into this area. Certainly by the mid-1800s the Lekwiltok controlled the strategic trading 
position and rich salmon grounds of Discovery Passage from their villages at Campbell River and 
Cape Mudge. 
 
During the latter half of the 19th century, loggers were attracted to the areaôs massive stands of 
timber, settlers began to farm, and sportsmen the world over were lured here by reports of huge 
salmon and abundant trout. In 1910, a large party headed by BCôs Commissioner of Lands set out on 
an exploratory survey of central Vancouver Island. Their expedition resulted in the establishment of 
BCôs first provincial park the following year. Beautiful Strathcona Park includes many ice fields (also 
well-known Comox Glacier), the highest peak on the island (the Golden Hinde) and the highest 
waterfall in Canada (Della Falls). 
 
While Campbell River grew as a service area surrounded by large logging camps, it also played host 
to increasing numbers of visitors bent on catching mighty Tyee salmon. Sportsman and pioneering 
conservationist Roderick Haig-Brown (1908-1976) wrote books known the world over from his home 
on the banks of the Campbell River. Renowned for his eloquence on fly fishing, Haig-Brown was 
ahead of his time in his concern for the environment and became an active spokesperson for the 
principles of conservation, particularly regarding rivers and salmon. The family home is now the Haig-
Brown Heritage Site dedicated to preserving the authorôs influence and legacy. 
 
In the 1940s, a huge hydro-electric project began to develop the power potential of the Campbell River 
system. It included construction of three dams and took 13 years to complete, bringing prosperity and 
a building boom to the community. In 1952 the opening of the Elk Falls Pulp and Paper Mill further 
escalated Campbell Riverôs development and growth.  
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Campbell River - Population Age Segments 
 

Age 
Demographic  

Groups 

Total 
Population 

Male Female BC 

% of 
Campbell 

River 
Population 

% of BC 
Population 

0 to 9 3,760 1,920 1,850 422,580 10.3% 10.3% 

10 to 19 5,255 2,690 2,555 530,585 14.4% 12.9% 

20 to 29 3,480 1,770 1,710 511,180 9.5% 12.4% 

30 to 39 4,150 1,980 2,165 545,220 11.4% 13.3% 

40 to 49 6,450 3,120 3,330 678,975 17.7% 16.5% 

50 to 59 6,270 3,200 3,070 609,540 17.2% 14.8% 

60 to 69 3,840 2,045 1,800 385,355 10.5% 9.4% 

70 to 79 2,120 1,040 1,085 264,065 5.8% 6.4% 

80+ 1,130 430 700 165,970 3.1% 4.0% 

Total Population 36,455 18,195 18,265 4,113,470     

Median Age 43 43 43 41     

 
Á Source: Statistics Canada ï 2006 Community Profile 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
Did you know these Statistical facts about Population in Campbell River.... 

 
 

The median age for residents of Campbell River is 43 years. The Gender Population Totals are fairly even with the 
female population at 51% and males at 49% 
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Life in Campbell River 
 
A Community at its Best 
Itôs the people who make Campbell River special. There is a community that is friendly, welcoming 
and entirely authentic. It is a safe and healthy environment for children, and a wonderful place to raise 
a family and operate a business. Seniors too, find the pace of life and friendly people in Campbell 
River more attuned to their lifestyle, and more and more are choosing to retire to this beautiful spot. 
When you add cultural events and activities, phenomenal outdoor recreation, and opportunities for 
community involvement, you have all the elements that describe a quality of life worth pursuing. 
 
Cultural Vitality and Programming 
Culture is a core dimension of vibrant and sustainable communities. More than ever before, ñplaceò 
and ñcommunityò are critical components in making a town a desirable environment in which to live 
and work. From the perspective of attracting business and professional services, the character and 
quality of a place is one of a communityôs most saleable features.  
 

 
  

  
Attractions and Activities 
 
Tourism Campbell River and Region  
When it comes to Campbell River and Region, the question is, what canôt you do here? Every year, 
vacationers flock to this natural paradise that boasts a plethora of recreational opportunities. The 
biggest decision anyone has to make is what to do first.  
 
This region is a Mecca for outdoor and marine enthusiasts, as it boasts twelve wilderness parks, 
several marine parks, five golf courses, unlimited fishing hotspots, many historic sites, numerous 
marinas and anchorages, boat launches galore, wildlife viewing opportunities, and dozens of 
campgrounds and RV parks. The choices are as endless as your desires.  
 
  

http://www.rivercorp.ca/
http://z.about.com/d/cruises/1/0/M/S/4/Campbell_River_09.JPG
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Places to Visit and Explore  
 
Campbell River & District Art Gallery 
Campbell River & District Public Art Gallery offers changing displays which feature local and visiting 
artists. The Gallery has a beautiful gift shop of local handcrafts and a studio offering classes and 
workshops for all ageôs year around. Admission is by donation. The gallery is wheel chair accessible. 
 
Museum at Campbell River 
The Museum at Campbell River offers a spectacular view and spectacular exhibits await visitors at the 
award winning Museum at Campbell River. The past of Northern Vancouver Island is brought to life 
through vibrant exhibits featuring the heritage of First Nations peoples and the development of early 
coastal lifestyles. Outdoor exhibits include a logging steam donkey, totem pole and a West Coast 
indigenous plant garden. The Museum Shop specializes in regional books and in First Nations 
carvings and artwork. Guided Tours are available and the Museum is wheelchair accessible. 
 
Nuyumbalees Cultural Centre 
The Nuyumbalees Cultural Centre located at Cape Mudge on Quadra Island holds the collection of 
original Kwakwakaôwakw artefacts and forms one of the finest exhibits on the North West Coast. The 
Gift Gallery offers a fine selection of Artwork, prints and carvings of many talented local artists, as well 
as books, cards, jewellery and clothing.  
 
Tidemark Theatre 
The Tidemark Theatre Society is a 450 seat live theatre presenting both professional and community 
plays, concerts and musicals. Our lobby features a free monthly art display coordinated by the 
Campbell River Community Arts Council showcasing some of Campbell Riverôs finest artists. 
 

    
 

http://www.crartgallery.ca/
http://www.northcentralisland.com/Region/Campbell+River/Heritage%2C+Arts+%2526+Culture/Museum+at+Campbell+River
http://www.nuyumbalees.com/
http://www.tidemark-theatre.com/


 

wƛǾŜǊŎƻǊǇΩǎ - Campbell River Community Profile 2010  invest@rivercorp.ca                Page 10 

 

A Community That Invites Participation 
 
Recreation - Municipal and Regional Facilities 
 
City of Campbell River - Recreation Centres and Facilities 
Campbell Riverôs Parks, Recreation & Culture Mission Statement: òRecreation and culture for all ages, 
stages and abilities. We believe in breaking barriersò. The City of Campbell River Parks, Recreation & 
Culture Division is committed to assisting people of all abilities to participate in our entire range of 
recreation programs, activities and special events. 
 
Centennial Outdoor Pool  
The pool is located in Centennial Park and has a heated outdoor pool and wading pool open from 
June-August.  The facility includes family and handicapped change rooms. 
 
Sportsplex 
The Sportsplex is located at the Willow Point Park, and is the premier sporting facility in Campbell 
River. The Sportsplex is a full-service recreation complex offering both indoor and outdoor 
facilities. Outdoor facilities include a disc golf course, tennis courts, road hockey, sand volleyball 
courts and ball fields.  The indoor facilities include three activity rooms, a gymnasium for sporting 
events and conventions, a catering kitchen, weight room, racquetball and squash courts and fitness 
classes.   
 
Skateboard Park  
The Skateboard Park in Willow Point at the Sportsplex is cement with a pyramid, a five foot high fun 
box with a 30 foot curb that is 2 feet high running the length, and a 60 foot long curb that is 2 feet wide 
with angle iron, and a six foot high 1/4 pipe with coping.  
 
Campbell River Community Centre  
The Campbell River Community Centre is centrally located in the downtown core with convenient 
parking and designated handicap parking. The facility is wheelchair accessible with handicap 
washrooms and an elevator for access.  The facility has three meeting rooms, a craft room, catering 
kitchen, change rooms, a flex hall (two gymnasiums), and the Community Lounge (a meeting space 
for approximately 80 people with a fireplace area and galley kitchen).  A variety of programs are 
offered year round for everyone, including seniors, adults and youth. 
 

 
 
City of Campbell River Parks and Recreation 
Information about the City of Campbell River Parks and Recreation including Strategic Parks Plan and 
Maps, Alphabetical Park Listing, Community Beautification Program, Sport Links, Baikie Island 
Reserve Area Restoration, Dick Murphy Restoration and Development Project, Field Rentals and 
Booking Information, Court Rentals and Accessibility.    
 

http://www.campbellriver.ca/Residents/RecreationandCommunity/ParksandRecreation/Pages/FacilitiesandParks.aspx
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Recreation Guide  
The recreation guide for the City of Campbell River Parks, Recreation and Culture Department, 
features program, services and special events for all ages. 
  
Strathcona Regional District 
The Strathcona Regional District manages and protects 21 regional parks. Their website has been 
designed to provide residents, community groups and visitors a comprehensive overview of the parks 
department, services and park amenities. 
 
Strathcona Regional District Facilities 
The Strathcona Gardens Recreation Commission oversees the operation of Strathcona Gardens 
which houses two indoor pools, water slides, weight-room, sauna, steam-room, two ice arenas, and 
leisure skating ice, pro-shop and meeting rooms. 
 

 
 
Mount Washington Year Round Playground 
Mount Washington is home to one of the most spectacular coastal alpine settings in North America. 
With the Pacific Ocean as a backdrop on one side and scenic Strathcona Park bordering the other, 
Mount Washington is a sought after media location. From travel writers to cinematographers, Mount 
Washington offers a pristine environment for shooting your next segment, or writing your next story.  In 
winter, Mount Washington receives a legendary 10.5 metres of annual snowfall. The resort is 
acknowledged as the home of Canada's deepest pile, however, it's not all about the snow! In summer, 
the mountain and surrounding resort community transforms itself into a major destination for mountain 
bikers, hikers, and summer alpine enthusiasts.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

              
 

http://www.campbellriver.ca/Residents/RecreationandCommunity/ParksandRecreation/ActivitiesandPrograms/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.strathconard.ca/
http://www.strathconard.ca/section_rec/
http://www.mountwashington.ca/
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Working in Campbell River 
 
Campbell River's mission is to create economic growth through extensive local business support and 
community promotion. Campbell River is the fourth largest city on Vancouver 
Island with approximately 36,000 people residing within its municipal boundaries, and approximately 
60,000 within the trading area. Campbell River is driven by a diversified economy that supports 
increased jobs and new business investment. 
 
Take a look at Campbell River: 
Á Quality of life and public infrastructure  
Á Low cost of doing business   
Á Transportation hub, easy access to major markets  
Á Affordable housing and land prices   
Á Mild climate and no traffic congestion 
Á Competitive developing costs 
Á Increased tax incentives 
Á Environmentally conscious   
Á Award-winning tap water 

 
Our business friendly culture, experienced labour force of eligible workers, and low-cost commercial / 
industrial land makes Campbell River the best place to expand or relocate your business. The 
business community and residents enjoy lifestyle amenities at their doorstep. Young professionals and 
families are taking advantage of the balance they can enjoy between career and recreation activities. 
Campbell Riverôs economy has a diverse employment base in both the public and private sector. 
Businesses large and small are moving forward and building opportunities for economic development 
and sustainability.  
 
 
                

http://www.campbellriver.ca/
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 Employment, Labour statistics and other Socio-economic data 
 
The following section illustrates employment, labour statics and other socio-economic data for 
Campbell River.   
 

Labour Force 

Region/Area 
2009 

Working 
Males 

2009 
Working 
Females 

2009 Male  
Participati

on Rate 

2009 
Female  

Participati
on Rate 

2009 
Males  

Employe
d 

2009 
Females  
Employe

d 

City of Campbell River 9,124 7,970 70 61 8,533 7,356 

Campbell River & 
Region 

11,230 9,665 69 60 10,493 8,945 

Vancouver Island & 
Coast  

218,752 200,373 68 59 209,748 191,749 

British Columbia 
1,305,29

1 
1,147,79

0 
72 61 1,252,372 

1,095,75
3 

Unemployed (UE) 

Region/Area 
2009 UE 
Males 

2009 UE 
Females 

2009 Male 
UE Rate 

2009 
Female UE 

Rate 

2009 
Males  

Not in the 
Workforc

e 

2009 
Females  

Not in 
the 

Workfor
ce 

City of Campbell River 591 614 6.5 7.7 3,884 5,149 

Campbell River & 
Region 

737 720 6.6 7.4 4,943 6,380 

Vancouver Island & 
Coast  

9,004 8,624 4.1 4.3 103,546 141,306 

British Columbia 52,919 52,037 4.1 4.5 513,698 735,271 
Á Financial Post Canadian Market Demographics as of April 2009 
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Percent Occupation by Major Groups 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Occupations by Major Groups (2008 Estimates) Percentages 

Management 8% 

Business, Finance and Administration 11% 

Natural & Applied Science & Related  4% 

Health 4% 

Social Science, Government Services & Religion 4% 

Education 2% 

Arts, Culture, Recreation & Sport 2% 

Sales & Service 24% 

Trades, Transportation & Equipment, Operations, etc. 14% 

Primary Industries 21% 

Processing, Manufacturing & Utilities 5% 
Á Source: Financial Post Markets ï Canadian Demographics 2009 
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Income (2008 Estimates) * Source: Financial Post Market Canadian Demographics 
2008 

Average Household Income $ 64,200 

Average Family Income $ 71,611 

Per Capita Income $ 26,477 

Average Employment Income Male $ 46,173 

Average Employment Income Male (Full Time) $ 61,473 

Average Employment Income Female $ 23,819 

Average Employment Income Female (Full Time) $ 36,094 

 

Income Trends * Source: Financial Post Market Canadian Demographics 2008 

% Above/Below National Average -9 

2008 Total Income Estimate $ 1,022,570 

% Canadian Total 0.11 

2008 Average Household Income $ 64,200 

2008 Per Capita $ 24,400 

% 2008 Household Income $100,000+ 12.66 

2010 Projected Total Income $ 1,092,380 

2013 Projected Total Income $ 1,201,900 

 

Disposable & Discretionary Income  * Source: Financial Post Market Canadian 
Demographics 2008 

Disposable Income per Household $ 48,822 

Discretionary Income per Household $ 14,780 

 

Workforce Education Attainment * Source: Financial Post Market Canadian 
Demographics 2008 
(25 to 64 years of age) 

Less than High School Diploma 3,230 17 % 

High School Diploma Only 5,970 31 % 

Apprenticeship/Trades Certificate/Diploma 2,975 16 % 

College/University Certificate/Diploma 4,890 26 % 

University Bachelors Degree 1,385 7 % 

University Medical/Dentistry/Optometry Degree 75 0 % 

University Graduate Degree/Certificate 645 3 % 
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Major Companies and Employers  
 
Major Resource Companies in Campbell River:  
Aquaculture: Marine Harvest Canada | Mainstream Canada | Grieg Seafoods   
Forestry:  TimberWest, | International Forest Products | Western Forest Products  
Holbrook Dyson Logging| Bendickson Contractors 
Mining: Quinsam Coal | NVI Mining  
 
Major Public Sector Employers in Campbell River:  
Vancouver Health Authority | School District 72 | North Island College  
City of Campbell River | Canada Post | Forest Service / BCST  
 
Major Manufacturers in Campbell River:  
T- Mar Industries Ltd | York Machine Shop | Sealand Aviation   
 
Major Tourism Employers:  
Coast Discovery Inn | Painters Lodge (Seasonal) | Mount Washington Resort (Year Round) 
 
Major Retail in Campbell River:  
Mariner Square: Save On | London Drugs  
Downtown: Shoppers Drugmart| Home Hardware  
Discover Harbour: Canadian Tire| Staples | Real Canadian Superstore | Zellers  
Campbellton: Home Depot | Walmart (under construction, completion date Summer of 2010)  
Willow Point: Discovery Foods | Rona Building Supplies  
Merecroft Village: Quality Foods   
 
Major Real Estate Companies:  
Royal Lepage | Remax Check Realty |Coast Realty  
 
Major Development Companies:  
Seymour Pacific | Ketza Pacific | Upland Excavating | Wacor Ltd.  
 
Major Financial Institutions in Campbell River: 
Bank of Montreal | Bank of Nova Scotia | Royal Bank  
CIBC | HSBC | Toronto Dominion | Coastal Community Credit Union  
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Tourism  
 
Long known for legendary salmon fishing by generations of anglers, Campbell River has grown into a 
multi-faceted travel destination known for its endless adventure opportunities, stunning scenery, and 
cultural treasures. Tourism is a growing industry and a key economic driver for the community. 
Opportunities abound in virtually every aspect of the tourism sector. Rivercorp, Tourism Campbell 
River and Region and the Campbell River Visitor Centre work together to promote tourism activities in 
our Region.   
 

  
 

  
 
Tourism Campbell River & Region (TCRR) 
Destination Marketing is the focus for TCRR. Each year TCRR produces the Campbell River Visitor 
Guide, a comprehensive directory and information source for visitors to the area.  TCRR 
representatives also attend travel trade shows and are constantly developing and maintaining 
relationships with a wide range of contacts in the Tourism Industry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.campbellriver.travel/
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Visitor Centre 
The Campbell River Visitor Centre is one of the first stops for tourists visiting Campbell River. At ñthe 
VICò tourists will be greeted by friendly, knowledgeable staff that will provide the information needed to 
fully experience all of what Campbell River has to offer.  In addition to in-depth knowledge of Campbell 
River and Region, ñthe VCò currently has information displayed for over 270 businesses in the area. 
The Campbell River Visitor Centre has been part of the Tourism British Columbia Tourist Information 
Network since 1986.   
 
Visitors to the Campbell River Visitor Center - January to August 2008 and 2009 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Did you know that the Visitor Centre is on Twitter... 

 
 
The Campbell River Visitor Centre is using Twitter. Twitter is a free online service that lets you keep in touch 
with people through the exchange of quick, frequent answers to one simple question: What are you doing? Join 
today to start receiving CR Visitor Centre's tweets. http://twitter.com/CRVisitorCentre 
 

          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Visits to the 

Campbell River 
Visitor Centre 

 
 

January to August 
2009  

Total Visitors 28,047 
 
 

January to August 
2008  

Total Visitors 
28,580 

http://www.visitorcentre.ca/
http://twitter.com/CRVisitorCentre


 

wƛǾŜǊŎƻǊǇΩǎ - Campbell River Community Profile 2010  invest@rivercorp.ca                Page 19 

 

Quality of Life 
 
Education, a Community Environment for Learning 
 
Campbell River School District #72 (SD#72) 
SD#72 is located on the east coast of central Vancouver Island, extending north to Sayward and south 
to Oyster River. The district also includes the outer islands of Read, Cortes, and Quadra. The area 
has a combined population of approximately 43,000 residents. The school district serves 
approximately 6,000 students in 20 schools and administers a yearly budget of approximately $51 
million. 
 
School District 72 is dedicated to the achievement of personal excellence for all members of its 
learning community; staff, students, and parents alike. And each day our district strives for students 
who are literate, numerate and socially responsible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Continuing Education 
The Continuing Education Department of School District #72 is responsible for delivering academic 
upgrading programs to adults, usually towards acquiring a BC Adult Graduation Diploma. People who 
already have a diploma may choose to upgrade skills and/or to add courses. Adults with no or 
marginal literacy can enrol because of the availability of the Literacy Tutoring program, where trained 
volunteer tutors work with staff to develop adult literacy. 
 
North Island College ï Campbell River Campus  
North Island College is a community college committed to high quality and excellence in programs and 
services. A wide range of program options is supported by a dedicated faculty, staff and 
administration, all working together to help you achieve studentsô goals.  

 
 

Campbell River School District Profile 
 
In School District #72 there are: 
Á 15 elementary schools 
Á 2 middle schools 
Á 2 secondary schools 
Á alternate program 
Á 2 provincial resource programs (Oasis and Head Start) 
Á 7 Trustees on the Campbell River Board of Education 

V Helen Moates ς Chair 
V Michele Babchuk ς Vice Chair 
V Barbara Bowbrick ς Trustee 
V Daryl Hagen ς Trustee 
V Warrent Harle ς Trustee 
V Joyce McMann ς Trustee 
V Ted Thorburn - Trustee 

 
 

 

 

http://www.sd72.bc.ca/
http://www.continuing-education.ca/exp.htm
http://www.nic.bc.ca/


 

wƛǾŜǊŎƻǊǇΩǎ - Campbell River Community Profile 2010  invest@rivercorp.ca                Page 20 

 

Health, Community Health for Everyday Life 
 
Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) 
VIHAôs North Island Facilities are in communities on North Vancouver Island and the islands in the 
northern Georgia Strait and Johnstone Strait: 
Á Hospitals and Health Centres 
Á Laboratories 
Á Health Protection & Environmental Services 
Á Home & Community Care 
Á Health Units 
Á Assisted Living 
Á Residential Care 
Á Mental Health & Addiction Services 

 
Comox Strathcona Acute Care 
In May 2009 the VIHA Board of Directors approved a modified plan to build two new state-of-the-art 
acute care hospitals in Campbell River and in the Comox Valley. Further details are available on the 
FAQs: Future Plans for Hospital Services in Comox Strathcona. Following discussions with the 
Comox-Strathcona Regional Hospital District (CSRHD), health care providers and community leaders, 
the VIHA Board of Directors approved a modified plan in May 2009. Comox-Strathcona Acute Care 
 
The modified plan includes 10-15 inpatient Mental Health and Addictions beds, enhanced access to 
outpatient kidney dialysis services and a minimum of 40 additional community based transitional / 
residential care / assisted living beds for Campbell River.  
 

 

Health Care Team at Campbell River Hospital is Expanding 
 
Health Care Team at Campbell River Hospital to Expand - July 23, 2009 CAMPBELL RIVER ς The Vancouver Island 
Health Authority is pleased to announce the expansion of clinical services at Campbell River Hospital to include 
speech language pathology and social work. 
 
The new speech language pathology program will focus on communications disorders working with in-patients 
at Campbell River Hospital and adult outpatients from Campbell River, the Comox Valley and Mt. Waddington. 
It will also complement the Stroke Recovery Initiative already in place at Campbell River Hospital. The social 
work program will focus on both adult and paediatric in-patients. 
 

 

http://www.viha.ca/finding_care/facilities/north_island.htm
http://www.viha.ca/NR/rdonlyres/1AF755DE-2FD5-4855-A63E-82257310927D/0/qa_open_houses_faqs_12march2009.pdf
http://www.viha.ca/about_viha/comoxstrathcona.htm
http://www.viha.ca/about_viha/news/news_releases/health_care_team_crh_expand.htm
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Campbell River Hospital 
Á New 80-bed hospital delivering the same services currently provided at Campbell River 

General Hospital 
Á This is an addition of 20 beds to the current bed base at Campbell River General Hospital  
Á The new Campbell River Hospital will be built at the currently owned site at 2nd Avenue, 

subject to site and planning approvals  
 
Services currently provided which will also be provided in a new hospital:  
Á Primary Care  
Á Outpatient Services  
Á Diagnostics  
Á Transitional Care  
Á 24/7 Emergency  
Á Day Surgery  
Á Inpatient Surgery  
Á Inpatient Medicine  
Á Maternity  
Á Pediatrics  
Á Intensive Care  

 
Additional Services to be provided in Campbell River:  
Á North Island Regional Centre for Mental Health and Addictions will be located at the new 

hospital site and include 10-15 beds and ambulatory services. The Centre will have a particular 
focus on the provision of culturally sensitive and appropriate services to the Aboriginal 
population on North Island.  

Á Ambulatory Kidney Dialysis Services will be provided either at the new hospital site, or in a 
community-based setting. The number of dialysis stations will be determined following a 
detailed analysis and discussions with the Provincial Health Services Authority.  

Á Between 40 and 50 additional residential/transitional care beds and assisted living spaces to 
be built and operating prior to the opening of a new acute care facility. VIHA and the CSRHD 
will be discussing a potential partnership to fund the capital costs associated with the new 
residential care beds.  
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North Island Assisted Living Settings 
 
Ironwood Place 
Ironwood Place was recently built, this 54 unit, four storey senior-oriented building is located adjacent 
to the Campbell River town centre, waterfront and shopping centres. Operated by the Campbell River 
and District Association for Community Living, the building offers employment and housing 
opportunities for the clients the society serves as well as assisted living for seniors or younger persons 
with disabilities 
 
New Horizons Care Corporation 
New Horizons Care Corporation is a 94 bed facility. 20 beds are allocated for dementia clients such as 
those afflicted with Alzheimerôs disease and 6 geriatric mental health clients in special care secure 
units. An additional 60 VIHA funded beds will provided for general complex care clients, while another 
8 complex care beds are available for private pay clients. 
 
For more information on Senior and Assisted Living Settings contact:  
 
Campbell River Home and Community Care 
Address: 110 Birch Street, Campbell River, BC, V9W 2S2 
Local Phone: 250.830.2222 
Fax: 250.338.2180 
 
Campbell River Home Support Office 
Address: 427-10th Avenue, Campbell River, BC, V9W 4E4 
Local Phone: 250.850.2150 
Fax: 250.850.2180 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.viha.ca/housing/assisted_living/ni_als/ironwood_place.htm
http://www.newhorizonscare.com/
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North Vancouver Island Health Service Delivery 
This profile features community-level data from a number of sources including Statistics Canada's 
health surveys, administrative data, and the census of population. The application is designed to give 
quick access to the latest health-related data available for a selected health region, providing the 
corresponding provincial data by default, but users can easily select any region of choice for 
comparison. 
 
Safety ï Emergency Services  

North Island 911 System 
911 is an easy to remember phone number to use in any EMERGENCY situation. Use it to get 
emergency assistance from police, fire and / or ambulance personnel. 
 
The North Island 911 Corporation was established on January 5th, 1995 to provide and manage 
emergency 911 services to the Strathcona Regional District. The initial answering point for public 
safety 911 calls is the RCMP Operational Communication Centre (OCC) in Courtenay, BC which then 
determines the type of call and transfers the call to RCMP, fire or ambulance. The dispatch centre for 
the RCMP is located in Courtenay, fire dispatch is located at the #1 Fire hall in Campbell River and 
ambulance dispatch is located in Victoria. See "Dispatch Centres" for a complete description of these 
operations. 
 
The North Island 911 Corporation provides an emergency communication link between our citizens 
and visitors and the emergency responders serving our geographic area. 
 

 
 
 
BC Ambulance Service  
British Columbia Ambulance Service (BCAS) provides ambulance service under the authority of 
Emergency Health Services Commission of the provincial Ministry of Health. The Commission has the 
broad responsibility of overall emergency medical service provision, regulation and direction. 

 
 
 
  

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/health-sante/82-228/2009/06/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=HR&Code1=5943&Geo2=PR&Code2=59&Data=Rate&SearchText=North%20Vancouver%20Island%20Health%20Service%20Delivery%20Area&SearchType=Contains&SearchPR=01&B1=All&Custom=&GeoLevel=
http://www.nisl911.bc.ca/main_civil_faq.shtml
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Social & Cultural Indicators 
 
Volunteer & Non-Profit Organizations 
The number of volunteer organizations within a community is relative indicators to its social and 
economic health, as well as providing a measurement of community activity and spirit. 
 
Volunteer Campbell River (VCR) 
VCR is dedicated to enhancing the quality of volunteerism by providing ongoing support and 
encouragement to individuals as they seek ways to become actively involved in our community.  
Volunteer Campbell River is a vibrant community service organization boasting over 100 member 
agencies and 2,000 registered volunteers.  
 
Campbell River: Making Connections for Community in a Changing Environment 
This report was commissioned as part of Volunteer BCôs 2008 State of Volunteering Report. 
 

 
 
Volunteer BC (VOCBC) 
The Voluntary Organizations Consortium of British Columbia VOCBC is a network of provincial and 
coalition organizations that involve volunteers in a wide variety of sectors: health, education, social 
services, sport, recreation, arts, culture, multiculturalism, aboriginal, disabilities, children/youth, 
business, environment and others. 
 

 

http://www.volunteercr.ca/
http://www.volunteercr.ca/agency.html
http://www.volunteercr.ca/agency.html
http://www.bcstateofvolunteering.org/docs/2008Report-CampbellRiver.pdf
http://www.volunteerbc.bc.ca/
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Philanthropic Activities 
The level of philanthropic activity within a community is an indicator of its social health and economic 
well being. The Following are some of Foundations and Groups working to enrich life in Campbell 
River, for more information contact the Volunteer Campbell River . 
 
Campbell River Foundation  
The mission of the Campbell River Community Foundation is to enrich life in Campbell River by 
Á Developing a permanent endowment  
Á Assessing and responding to emerging and changing community needs  
Á Providing a vehicle and service for donors with varied interests and levels of giving  
Á Serving as a resource catalyst for charitable activities in our community  
Á Their goal is ñTo improve the quality of life for the citizens of Campbell Riverò 

 
Campbell River Hospital Foundation 
The Campbell River Hospital Foundation is a registered charity dedicated to fundraising in order to 
enhance the services and facilities of the Campbell River & District General Hospital. To date, as a 
result of the Campbell River Hospital Foundation's fundraising efforts, almost $4,000,000 worth of 
equipment has been purchased for the Campbell River Hospital. This equipment has enhanced both 
patient and resident care and has contributed to staff education. 
 
Groups and Associations 
Campbell River has an exceptionally high rate of volunteerism. It is very much a ñcan-doò community 
that prides itself on its independence. If someone is in need, the community is quickly there to lend 
support.    
 

http://www.volunteercr.ca/
http://www.crhospitalfoundation.ca/
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Development in Campbell River 
 
Construction Statistics and Building Permits 
The scope and nature of issuing building permits is an important indicator of the growth of the local 
economy and the community as a whole. New construction is limited by availability of lots and market 
growth assessment increases. 
 
City of Campbell River Planning and Development Department  
Primarily application and regulation driven, the Department is responsible for review and processing of 
development applications including Official Community Plan and Zoning Bylaw amendments, 
development permits, variance applications and subdivision.  They are also responsible for the City's 
long range planning, such as the Official Community Plan and the Zoning Bylaw. 
 

Building Inspectorôs Reports 2005 to June 30th, 2009 

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Permits Issued 418 494 457 376 111 

New Single Family 
Dwelling 

240 245 259 179 26 

New Duplex Single 
Family 

0 0 27 34 1 

New Commercial 
Building 

7 17 14 13 1 

New Multi-Residential 
Buildings                  #of 
Buildings/#of Units 

21/71 34/98 15/70 7/79 2/6 

New Industrial Building 3 4 5 3 1 

New Government & 
Institutional  

1 3 0 0 1 

Additions, Alterations & 
Demolitions 

146 192 137 141 79 

Construction Value of 
All Permits  (Rounded 
to the nearest $1000) 

$79,545,180 
$115,591,00
0 

$99,262,81
0 

$104,910,12
9 

$12,486,00
0 

Building Permit Fees $475,031 $629,405 
$594,812.7
5 

$592,870.25 $81,749.50 

*Total Permit Fees $511,540 $697,640 
$643,268.9
5 

$633,708.30 $87,582.50 

Á Includes all building related permit fees  
Á Source: Bylaws Enforcement/Property Services Department - City of Campbell River 
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Commercial Leasing in Campbell River 
 
Campbell River has a full range of leasing opportunities available to the community. There are a 
variety of retail facilities in the city ranging from small specialty stores to big box outlets. Campbell 
River proudly provides consumers access to these amenities with free parking.  
 
The commercial leasing contacts listed are for major centres and real estate agencies: 
 
Campbell River Common  
Located on Ironwood Street, the Campbell River Common is Campbell Riverôs only indoor mall. The 
mall has recently opened a seniorôs centre, and is in close proximity to many care facilities. Anchor 
Tenants: Dollarama, Thriftyôs Foods, Bentleyôs and Ardeneôs. 
 
Company:  Edie & Associates  
Contacts: Wade Whitfield ï General Manager 

Ken Dewitt ï Location Manager 
Phone:   Wade ï 1.780.488.3030 Ken - 250.287.2557 
Email:   crcshop@telus.net 
Website:  n/a 
 
Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre  
Located along the oceanfront near the downtown core, Discovery Harbour is Campbell Riverôs largest 
shopping centre. It is within walking distance to the Campbell River Cruise Ship Terminal and features 
a first nations theme. Anchor Tenants: Canadian Tire, Staples, Real Canadian Superstore, Starbucks, 
Dollar Giant, and Zellers. 
 
Company: Northwest Properties 
Contact: Ingus Silgailis ï Leasing Manager 
Phone:  1.604.629.8130 
Email:   ingus@nwproperties.ca 
Website:  www.nwproperties.ca  
 
Mariner Square 
Located along an active Dogwood Street, Mariner Square is Campbell Riverôs newest centre. Anchor 
Tenants: London Drugs, Save On Foods, BC Liquor Store and Starbucks 
 
Company: M.A. Charlton & Associates Inc. 
Contact: Michelle Charlton - President 
Phone:  604.683.6123 
Email:   michellecharlton@telus.net 
Website: n/a 
 
Merecroft Village  
Located centrally between downtown and Willow Point, both phases of the Merecroft Village are 
surrounded by residential areas and schools. Anchor Tenants: Quality Foods, VI Fitness for Women, 
Showcase 5 Movie Theatres and Tim Hortons 
 
Company: Raven Industries (also known as Raven Forest Products) 
Contact:  Ian Legge ï President 
Phone:  250.287.2215 
Email:  rfp@ravenforest.com 
Website: n/a 
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Sunrise Plaza 
Located in Willow Point, this large ocean view plaza runs along the 19A the Island Highway.  Anchor 
Tenants: Coastline Mazda, Willow Point Super Video, and Sundance Java Bar. 
 
Contact Information: Call Rivercorp at 250.830.0411 x 3 
 
The Village at Willow Point 
Located in the southern region of Campbell River, this new village is conveniently situated on a newly 
renovated portion of 19A, the Island Highway. Anchor Tenants: Discovery Foods, Serious Coffee, 
Ripple Rock Pub 
 
Contact Information: Call Rivercorp at 250.830.0411 x 3 
 
Tyee Plaza 
Located downtown beside Shoppers Row, and home to the Spirit Square, the Tyee Plaza is home to 
the Campbell River Visitor Centre, was Campbell River's first mall, and is conveniently located beside 
the Quadra (BC Ferries) Terminal.  Anchor Tenants: Shoppers Drug Mart, Intersport and The Coast 
Discovery Inn Hotel & Marina. 
 
Company: Gulf Pacific Property Management Ltd. 
Contact: Don Matheson ï Building Superintendent 
Phone:  250.203.8300 
Email:  donm@gulfpacific.ca 
Website: www.gulfpacific.ca 
 
Real Estate Agencies ï Commercial Leasing Contacts 
 
Company: Coast Realty Group 
Contact:  Marty Douglas 
Phone:  250.287.2000 
Email:  m.douglas@island.net 
Website:  www.coastrealty.com (click on the Campbell River office location) 
 
Company: Remax Check Realty 
Contact: Dan Samson 
Phone:   250.286.1187 
Email:  daniel.samson@shaw.ca 
Website: www.remax-campbellriver.bc.ca 
 
Company: Royal LePage Advance Realty 
Contact: Mark Ranniger 
Phone:  250.286.3293 
Email:   markrann@shaw.ca 
Website: www.campbellriverrealestate.com 
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Media Contacts  
 

 
Newspapers: 
 
Business Examiner 
Business Examinerôs, Vancouver Island edition is a lively, insightful monthly must-read for anyone 
doing business on Vancouver Island or seeking leads and contacts. Now in its 24th year of operation, 
the Examiner has a circulation of 25,000 throughout the island. Business Examiner has earned a 
reputation for accuracy and readability. Regular features such as the Business Ledger, Business 
Births, Calendar, Movers and Shakers and Who's Suing Whom provide quick references to what's up 
and who's up. Vancouver Island is a world-renowned tourism destination in the middle of 
unprecedented residential development. 
 
Business Vancouver Island 
Business Vancouver Island provides readers with timely, informative, up to date business news, 
information and opinion. Business Vancouver Island will be chock full of the Island business news, 
information and opinion you've come to expect from a talented team of writers and contributors. Each 
area they serve is covered in the paper, and they keep their fingers on the pulse of readers through 
regular "The Leaders Say" surveys on the hottest topics affecting business today. 16,500 papers are 
circulated to Chamber of Commerce and Businesses each month. 
 
Campbell River Courier Islander 
Campbell River Courier Islander is a Can-West publication and a member of the Vancouver Island 
Newspaper Group.  The paper is delivered to the North Island weekly on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
 
Campbell River Mirror 
The Campbell River Mirror  is a Black Press publication with a circulation of over 16,200. The weekly 
paper is delivered to the community on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
 
North Island Gazette 
The North Island Gazette is the local paper in the true spirit of community papers, featuring local 
news, editorial, sports and community information. The paper is delivered on Thursdays to Port Hardy, 
Port McNeill, Port Alice, Alert Bay and Sointula, extended coverage area includes Telegraph Cove, 
Woss, Winter Harbour, Zeballos, Holberg, the Broughton Archipelago and Bella Bella. 
 
 

 
 
  

http://www.businessexaminer.net/
http://www.businessvi.ca/
http://www.canada.com/courierislander/index.html
http://www2.canada.com/canwestcommunitypublishing/vancouverisland.html
http://www2.canada.com/canwestcommunitypublishing/vancouverisland.html
http://www.bclocalnews.com/vancouver_island_north/campbellrivermirror/
http://www.blackpress.ca/division/division/index.php?divID=1
http://www.bclocalnews.com/vancouver_island_north/northislandgazette/
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At Your Service 
 
For more information about Campbell River and Region please contact: 
 
Rivercorp, Campbell Riverôs Economic Development Corporation  
Address: Enterprise Centre East, 900 Alder Street, Campbell River, BC, V9W 2P6  
(located beside City Hall) 
Toll Free: 1.877.286.5705 
Local Phone: 250.830.0411 ext 3 
Website: www.rivercorp.ca  
Email: invest@rivercorp.ca  
Follow us on Twitter @CRDevelopment 
Friend us on Facebook -  Rivercorp Economic Development 
 
 
 
 
 
Tourism Campbell River & Region 
Address: Enterprise Centre East, 900 Alder Street, Campbell River, BC, V9W 2P6  
(located beside City Hall) 
Toll Free: 1.877.286.5705 
Local Phone: 250.830.0411 ext 2 
Website: www.campbellriver.travel  
Email: info@campbellriver.travel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visitor Centre  
Location: Centennial Building 1235 Shoppers Row, Tyee Plaza, Campbell River, BC, V9W 2C7 
Toll Free: 1.877.286.5705 
Local Phone: 250.830.0411 ext 1 
Website: www.visitorcentre.ca  
Email: info@visitorcentre.ca 
Follow us on Twitter @CRVisitorCentre 
Like us on Facebook -  Discover Campbell River 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.rivercorp.ca/
http://www.campbellriver.travel/
http://www.visitorcentre.ca/
mailto:info@visitorcentre.ca

